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Alhough lhe British Army ar Lhe beginning ofrhe Second World
war d'd nave some hnks of moderare capabitiry, th€ success of th€
O€nnan bli(rkrieg in Westem Europ€ in 1940, combined wirh lhe
threil ofCerman bombingofAriri!h indusrry t€d ro rhe erpanrion and
decenrralizarionof rank prcducrion by Brirajn. As pan of rhis pmgram
an order for valenrine hnks was placed *irh rhe Cdradran pa.ific
Ra,lway s Ang'rs Shop in Monrreat in tune r940. producrion ofrhij
tank began in l94l and conrinued until 1943, at which time ir was
rccognized fiat rh€ rark's tow sp€€d, lighr armour and sma catibre
marn amamenr had rendered $e vehicte obsotescenr.

Several explanarion5 have been of fercd for rhe origin otlhe name of the
valennne: it *as the middle name ofCardcn Lloyd. rhe dciigner. rhe
acronym ot J'ckers-Armslrong Lrd.Neecasttc on lusror becalrse
lh€ design was firsr offered lo lhe Brirish War Officc hy vicke.s-
Arnstmngjusr b€fore St. vatentine s Day in I938.

The Canadian-built Valentines w€r€ officia y designated as
Tanks,InfBntry, Mk trI1** at filsr and latcr as Valentinc M*s VI, Vll
:ld VIA. fiese werc rwo-ma' rurrer modets. powercd by C€n€ral
Molors dresel engines. The main armamenr was a 2_pdr gun e.,i6 a
Besaco-arially mounred machin€ gun. Afrer producrion ofrhe fi$t Ij
ven'cies rne nesa was reptac€d by a.3Ginch Browning.In rh€ Mt \4l
a remote conrrol grip and firirg gear atrachhenr wa! add.d to rfic
Browning ma.hine-gun and rhe No. lt lvircless Set l{as,eptecd by
rhe No. | 9 Wireless Set. The Valenrin€ VIIA had a numbcr of minor
improv€menrs, including an auritiary tu€t rank, an oit cooler. studd€j
tracks, a convoy lamp and modified runer armou,,

Th€ Valentine prcsenr€d to rhe Canadian War Museum in 1992 has a
very interesling hiclory. As a rcsuh ofHiller', surprise invasion ofthc
SovierUnion inJun€ 1941, rhe Sovieb tosr targ€ numb€Nofmitirary
weapons and vehicl€s. Although th€Valentine was b€ing supenedc/
by n€werd€signs. ir was in prcducrion and when offercd ro ihe had-
pressed Soviets it was accepred. The Sovict T_34 tank, which was
heavi€r, faster and nor€ heavity gunnd, was in prcdlctio, brjt th€
hre€-man I 5 mph. mano€uvrabte, tow-sithou€rG tatenrin. Drov€d of
ralue in suppoding Soviet infanry anacks. Ofrhc t,420 ialcntine
tanks produced in Canada, l,3m w€r€ sent from this counrry to rhe
Sovi€t Union under l€nd-hase arrangerh€nts.

Vatentine # 838 in Telepino shortt! afrer s tucovery.
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Valentine tanlcs bound for the Soiet Union b.ing toaded
' on CPR flat bed cors dt lhe Angus Shopr, Montreot,

Qucbcc, 29 Dccernbcr 1941.

TheCanadianWarMuselm'sValentinetankisNo 838'buihinMay

1943. Il was shipped lo Russia where it *a3 allocated to the 57th

Resiment of the 5|h Cuards Tank Army. That regiment lost a large

nu;b€rof tanks, including Canadianbuillvalentines, during lhebattle
of Kurskinth€summerof 1943 Valent in€No 838waslostduringa
Sovier counter-offensive on January 25th, 1944 in lhe Ukraine Th.
barle was on€ of a s€ries of counter'attacks by the R€d Army against
the Cerman Wehrnacht that winter. Two Valentine tanks wer€ amonS
those in an initial assault over the i€€ at a former bridge crossing acrcss
a swampy river. The firs! tank was successful in cmssing lhe ice. but
lhe second.No.838, wenr through the ice and was lost lls thrce-man

The tank rested in the bog n€ar the village of Telepino' about 180
kilometres soulh of Kiev, until the summer of l9m. A 14-year old
villager rememb€red it going down, Tomark the oeweraof "glasnosf ',

rhe tank was r€trieved intact wilh the help oflix tractors and two power
winches. I! was offercd to Crnada, and the Canadian War Museum
acc€pted it on behalf of Canada. This lank is one of two surviving
canadiar-built Valentines in the \vorld.Its nameplate readsl

VALENTINE VII.A, VICKf,RS"ARMSTRONG DESIGN'
BUILT BV CANADIAN.PACIFIC RAILWAV'

SPECTAL FEATURES
The Valentine wa! the first tank produced in Canada lt was alsolhe
first to have a turret cas! in one piece. Other changes which made for
improved prcduction wer€ cast atmoured engine louvres to replace
fabricated ones and cas! nose (glacis) atmour, replacing the built-up
srructure of lhe original design The cast nose was lat€r adopt€d by lhe
Brirish for their production of subsequent Marks of the Valendn€. The
erpenise devetoped in producing the latk in Canada stood this countrv
in good stead after the war.

Canadian nude vobnliie tanks in action duing thc
Rattle of Kunlt lult 1943,

SPECIFICATIONS:
CANADIAN VALENTINE TANK VIIA

Weighl
Length
width
Height
Engine

Range

Crcw
Numb€r in series
Production Period

BIDLIOGRAPHV

4,545 kg (16 tons)
5.41 m (17 ft.9 in.)
2.63n(8fr.7lni1.)
2.27 n (1 ft. 5 tl2 in..t
6 cylindcr Ceneral Motors Di€s€l

Sp€ed 24 km^ (15 rnph)
Fu€l capaciry 207.1 (46Imp. gals)

plus 139.1 aux. (31 Imp. sals)
144 kilometres (90 miles) intemaltank
plus 120 kilomefes (75 miles) aux lank
2-pdr and Browning machine gun
5.93 crn (2 l/3 ia.)
3
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1941-43
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