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Edouard de Ni6port, using the name
Nieuport, sta(ed his cngineering careef
in 1906 as a manufaclurer of magnctos
and startcr molors of his own design.
Laterhedesigncdasmall  aircraftengine.
Fai l ing to inleresttheVoisin brothcrs in
bui lding an aircral t  lo usc i t ,  he and his
brothcr Charles acquired thc scrviccs of
a Swiss enginccr, Franz Schneider, and
in 1909 t0rmcd "La Soci€l€ Anontmc
dcs Etablissemcnts Nicupo(." Seveml
aircrafl wcrc built, and Edouard, havin-q
ohlained his avialois.cr l i l icale on l0
Junc 1910, sla(cd 10 makc a name tbr
hinlscl las a raclng pi lol .  Unlb unatcly,
hccrashcd al tcrbeingcaught in aviolcnt
sr{)rm al icr a mi l i lAry cxcrcisc on I5
Scptcmbcr l9l  I  and dicd ol  his injur ics
in r  Vcrdun hospit  l .  Charlcs conl inocd
t() run rhc conpany and morc dcsigns
wcfc produccd bclorc hc too was killcd
whcnhisaircral icrashcdduringamcct ing
l t tEtampcs on 24 January 1913. Enginc
and nircrafi dcvclopmcn I wcrc co n tin ued,
nnd on I  Januafy I9l4 Gustavc Dclage
jr) incd thc company as chiel  cnginccf.

NIEUPORT lTCl - SERIAL No. 81566

wasnick named B{bC,an(lcnrcrcdserviccwith thcFrcnch Aviat ion
M i l i l a i r c i n l h c s u r n m e r o f  l 9 l S . T h c N i c  l l  a n d i l s v a r i a n t t h c N i c
16, were replaced by thc Nic I7,  which saw scfvicc with thc Royal
Flying Corps (RFC)and lhe Roytr1 Naval ,^ir Serv icc (RNAS).It wds
very popularwi lh i tspi lotsduelo i lshandincss and i ls good view, and
bccamc onc of lhe bcst known and widely used l ighte$.

Funhcr l i fcraft  wcrc troduced, including a scsquiplanc, wi lh lhc
lowcr wing of smal ler span and chord than lhc upper,  which was
l lown in thc Gordon Bcnnctt  race of 1914. With thc conring ol  thc
crear Waf, rhc Nicuport conpany began conccnlraling on fighrer
d'rs lgns, f i rs l  lhc Nie 10, then lhc Nic 12, ol  which lhe Nrt ional
Avial ionMuseum hasancxamplc, andrhenlhe l i l l lc Nic l l ,  whieh
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Th! Nicuton 17C I tin:fttf!, huiLt b\' th.. NatiuklL A\ iatiut ltius?u (NA t), istinisltql itt
the na*i xs 4 th! anudi.llor\ br Cutt. \villit r A\)tr) Bislkry ||hilc lonnn d?rQfC
FIight, No.60 Squnl rt, RotaL Fb,i,ttCoes. Fothi! utbitx \r|tilclI)i,\ this ai)ctIJl ht

wus u*uid.tl th? vit1atulCrass, the Dixtiltuihed Servic( Otdo a\d the i4ilikt^ C)ots,
\|hi.h h? uLkxl hts "fishti,ts ftrr" of tibhons.
(NAM 29680A). Sr. ulso Fad Sh?et N..6 "wiLlitm At?t) Dishot), a Cturutia Hoo .



The alrcraft owncd by the National Ayiation
Museun (NAM) rcprcsents B1566, which was
onc of204 Nieuport, SPAD and Morane Saulnier
aircralt purchased from French manufaclurers
to support the Royal Flying Corps in France.
Theorigjnal reproduction wasbuiltbyMr. Carl
Swanson of Sycamore, Illinois, !o Gcrrnan
drltwings, and was complctcd in December
1961 in the markings of Escadri l lc N.124,
Lafayclte, of the French air servicc, wilh the
serial numbcr N2474. In this guise, it was
armedwith afusclagc mountedVickers gun. In
fcbruary I 963, ilwaspurchascd iortheNational
Aviat ionMuseumby an anonymous donor,  and
was modif ied by Carl  Swanson lo the
c o n l i g u r r L i o n  o f  B 1 5 6 6  a s  s h o w n  i n
contcmpo.ary pholographs.It was d€livercd to
theMuscumin Apri l  I  963 andplacedondisplay
in June I963. On 4 May I967, i t  was i lown by
thc latc Wing Cornmander Paul Hrrlman, a
wcl l  known Roy,r l  Canadian Air  Forcc lcst
t i lo l ,  and, dur ing rhe sunnners oi  1972 to 1989,
wrs l lown al  ai fshows acrossCanada, wi lh thc
civi l  re-! is l rat ion Cl:  DDK. Urlor lunalely,  i t
wds com|lclc ly wrccked in an accidcnt 0t lhc
A h h o t s i o r d A i r S h o w o n 9 A u g u s l  I 9 8 9 . I l h a s
Lrccnrctlrccd hy a ncwrcproductioncons(ructcd
hy thc rcstorat ion stnl l  o l  rhe NAM, using r lcw

frds sr lvagcd l fol l l  lhc wrcckagc.

Bi l l rB ishopintheco.kpi t . , fB1566o 1AuSust l9 l7.T l rcLe| | i rsut i i ! lhotr  pulLed

la\r on th( listcr 
"tount 

to ||hi.h it wts att.tch(./ b) .1(ktnq, arcu the batrel

catitli, ehich rcn he s?en hftutt of th., L?wis nrcsazhe. ht the " q position tht

banel was sccutcd b\ a lotch. The Rot\,tun tdl!, nhich conl?.tcd the nigser ott

thesu tu a ler?rar th(  e\ t ru loLunI  ( io)  s t ick)n l t l rc  co(Vi ,  i t t  h ih le ht  Bi thop's

litts("s.'l hru nnsa.in6, each holditts 97 nw h, u'crc can iect, one an cach sklt

ofth( ht ssedta la rol thr t un. To cherya ndsa.inLs, th( sutthutl hh? pull(d

itht.!ot\ l its trnai Idth(uitcfttft.lk rIinualb "han.ls o|f" unIil Ilk nqtx.iltt
(ht tqt Lu\ .'lluk\l. (Nltitrtol Atcltiv(i PAl675)

NII'UPORT ITCI LEADING PARTICUI,ARS

Enginc: Lc Rh0nc, l  l0hp.9 cyl .rotary,No.508 I  8
Prop. l lcr  Levasseur No.48,1 or Eclair  No.4.
Conslruclionr Woodcn. wire-b.accd struclurc, iabric corcrcd.
Dinrcnsions:

Loadings:

lndurrncci

Span 271i.0 in. ,  Lcngth 1911.6 in.
Hcighr 7 u.0 in. ,  Chord' l  I r .0.5 in.
Gap 3 f t . l  ]  5 in.
Winss 158.8 sq.f l .
Empty 8251b, loadcd l ,2l l  1b.
Mi l i lary load 26zl lb.
Fuel and Oi l  143lb.
Wing 7.7 Ib/sq.f t . ,Powcf I  1.2 lb/hp.
Fucl l7 Imp.gals. ,Oi l  2.5 Inrf .gals.
Maximum spced 107 mph. at 6,500 f t .  alr i tLrdc,
l0l  mph at l0, tn0 f t .
Scrvicc cei l ing 17,400 i t .
I  hr.45 mins. 1o 2 hr. l5 nr ins-
Singlc rai l  mounted, .303' in.  Lcwis gun
with 3 nragazincs of97 rounds cach.
8 Le Pricur slrul mounted fockcts could bc carTied.
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