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Notionql Dqy of Remembronce
Vimy Ridge Doy 90

On Eoster Monday, the 9th of April 2OO7, the 90th onniver-
sory of the Bottle of Vimy Ridge is being commemoroted oll
ocross the country (ond ot Vimy in Fronce) by militory ond vet-
erons'orgonizotions, ond by the Wor Museum in conjunction
with the Friends. This booklet is being published to remember
with pride ond thonksgiving the volour ond enduronce of the
soldiers of the Conodion Corps who fought ond died on Vimy
Ridge so long o9o.

To keep the victory f resh in the minds of Conodions, the
Friends hove commemoroted the occosion with vorious octivi-
ties. Ten years ago, on the 80th onniversory, the Friends pub-
lished o Vimy Ridge Supplement to its Newsletter, giving de-
toils of the preporotions for the bottle, the infontry ossoult
ond the mossive ortillery bombordment which preceded it. Ar-
ticles were olso included on the construction of the Vimy Me-
moriol, the pilgrimage and unveiling of the memoriol by King Ed-
word VffI inL936, ond on the four Victorio Cross winners from
thot bottle. Also o Vimy pin in the form of a mople leaf ,based
on the Conodion Corps collor badge, wos produced qnd donoted
by Friend Jim Tompkins, ond wos worn with much pride by the
stoff of the Conodion Wor Museum on the 9th of April 1997.

Vererans, including in porticulor Friend Bob Monuel of Elliot
Loke, Ontorio, hod been lobbying f or formol recognition of this
historic Conodion victory ond lotar, in April, 2OOO, Mr. Brent
5t. Denis, the Member of Porlioment for Algomo-Monitoulin,
visited the Wor Museum ond onnounced thot he wos lounching o
Privote Member's Bill in the House of Commons to procloim the
9th of April eoch year to be Vimy Ridge Doy. The Friends
monitored the slow progress of the Bill through first ond sec-
ond reodings after it wos selected in the rondom porliomentory
process. Finally, with enthusiostic support by oll parties in the
House of Commons ond in the Senote , where it wos sponsored
by Senotor Morie Poulin, the Bill wos possed unonimously ond
the Vimy Ridge Doy Act wos given Royol Assent on 3 April
2003.



Subseguently, on the 9th of April 2003, the Cqnodionflag
wos flown ot holf most on thePeaceTower,signifying the inou-
gurotion of Vimy Ridge Doy. The new law procloimed Vimy
Ridge Doy to be o Notionol Doy of Remembrqnce, recognized
that importont dote in Conado's notionol history, ond reguired
thot the flog on thePeoceTower of the Porlioment Buildings be
flown at holf most every year on thot dote. For their port, the
Friends orranged with Mr. 5t Denis for oll Members of Porlio-
ment ond Senotors to be presented with o suitobly packoged
Vimy memoriol pin in the House ond Senote Chombers to mork
the signif icance of the occosion.

The Friends fully support the mondote of the Conodion War
Museum to educqte current ond future generotions on Canodc's
militory heritage, and hove chosen Vimy Ridge Doy os one of
their mojor speciol evenfs to be observed ond commemoroted
on this speciol onniversory ond in all subseguent yeors. On this
the 90th onniversory, Mr. 5t Denis will once cgoin bring to the
ottention of our notion's porliomentorions the significonce of
the Bottle in Conodo's history, in on oddress to the House. He
will olso present to all members of porlicment ond senators o
"Vimy 90" pin, speciolly prepared by the Friends, encqsed in o
presentotion folder describing this historic event.

The Bcttle
Vimy Ridge domi-.

noted the whole ploin
of Lens ond Douoi,
ond wos cruciol to the
system of German
defences on the en-
tire front. The ridge
hod been occupied The Conodian Corps Flog

since September t9t4 by fhe Germons who hod inf licted im-
mense cqsuolties on the British ond French during earlier at-
tempts to dislodge them. Three moin defensive lines of
trenches hod been added to the noturol dominance of thefeo-
ture: extensive borbed wire hod been loid ond concrete ma-
chine-gun strong points, vost underground chombers ond deep



shell-proof dugouts hod been constructed, oll connected by

communicot ion trenches ond tunnels.

The newly-ossembled Conadion Corps of four divisions, com-

monded by Lieutanant-General5ir Julion Byng, moved into the

Vimy sector in lote 1916 ond wos given the tosk of copturing
these seemingly i mpregnob I e pos itions. E loborote preporot ions

weremade. Roids were conducted (with considera5le cosuol-

ties); troops rehearsed the port they would play down to the

smolf est sub-unit; explosive mines were set under enemY

trenches; aerial reconnoissonce obtoined intelligence of enemy
positions; ond on immense ortillary barrage of over o million
shells preceded
the ottock.

Then, of 5:30 -.
on the morning
of Apri l  9th,
Eoster Mondoy,
20,000 soldiers
of the first ot-
tocking wove
advonced behind
a creeping ortillery barrage into o strong north-west wind,
sleet ond snow. After crossing the devastotion of No-mon's
lond the moin resistonce ond heavy losses come from the
strongly-emploced mochine guns in the German intermediote
line. Three of the four divisions coptured their objective by

midday. In a motter of hours, Conodion soldiers were gozing on

the Douai Plain ond German commonders were issuing orders
f or a generol withdrawal. Hill 145 ond o smoll f eature on the
left f lonk, colled the Pimple, caused some trouble but with rein-

forcements held f or this very eventuolity, the Conodions took
Hill 145 by the next doy ond the Pimple wos cleored by the
eorly hours of t2 April.

The Bottle of Vimy Ridge guickly possed into legend. Man
from oll four divisions of the Conodion Corps fought together
for the f irst time ond the bottle lines included men from oll
ports of the Dominion. But 3,598 soldiers would not live to



notionhood.

The Pilgrimoge

On July t6th t936, f ive great liners steomed out of the Port
of Montreol ond down the St Lawrence heoding for ports in
France and Belgium. Cheering crowds lined the docks, guns
boomed, oirplones dipped their wings in solute, and a f leet of
smoll croft swarmed oround os the ships, dressed overoll, mode
their woy down the river escorted by two worships of the Royal
Conodian Novy. The 55 Montrose, Montcolm, Antonio, Asconio
ond Duchess of Bedford were corrying some 6,000 Conadion
ex-servicemen ond fomilies on o momentous pilgrimoge to Vimy.
After nine glorious doys ot seo the liners docked ot Le Havre
ond Antwerp - the Conadion Corps hod returned to Europe.

Todoy, olthough none of the survivors of the Bottle ore still
olive, some members of the Friends haverecollections of their
porents troveling in thqt unigue pilgrimoge bqck to the bottle-
fields of theGreat Wor, which hod ended just eighteenyears

celebrate the
victory. By their
valour ond socri-
fice, and through
their meticulous
preporotion and
troining, the tr i-
umphont Cono-
dion Corps hod
signolled thebe-
ginning of Can-
odo's morch to

earlier. As atwelve-
yeor old boy Jomas
MocKendrick, of
Soonich, BC, recalls
helping his f ather reg-

I ister Pilgrims ot o Cono-
dion Legion recruiting
booth ot the Conodion



Notionol Exhibition Grounds in Toronto. Garry Kemp, o Friend
f rom Ottowo, olso remembers his fother ond his mother being
port of the 525-strong contingent from Quebec.

On their woy to Vimy, fhe Pilgrims mode bottlef ield tours
ond took port in services of Anros, Li l le, Combrai,Lorette,
Mons ond Valenciennes where extensive preporotions hod been
mode for their reception, ramembronce ond rejoicing. Then it
wos on to Vimy itself to the unveiling of the mognif icent memo-
riol which hod been constructed on Hill 145 in o Memoriol Pork
ceded to Conodo in perpetuity by the French Notion. The Me-
moriol was unveiled on26th July, 1936 by King Edword Vfff in
thepresenceof the President of the Republic of Fronce, Mon-
sieur Al5ert Lebrun, ond comrodes ond fomily members of the
Conodion soldiers who hod died in the toking of the Ridge.

The Memoriol
Erecred on25O acres of lond gronfed by the French Govern-

ment to the Governtnent of Conodo, f reely ond for oll time, the
Conodion Wor Memoriol on Vimy Ridge records in sfone the
perpetuol grotitude of the Conodion people to those who fell on
the f ield of bottle in the Great War.

Designed by Toronto sculptor Wolter Allword, the two py-
lons of the Memorial, togelher with o score of double-lif e-size
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FThe best descril
Memoriol is thot b1
himself : "At the bose of the fI/ WdJe4llword on si
strong impregnoble wolls of de- f
fence are the Defenders, one
group showing the Breoking of the Sword, the other the Sym-
pothy of the Conodions f or the Halplass. Above fhese are the



mouths of guns covered with ol ive ond laurels. On the woll
stonds on heroic figure of Conodo bnooding over the graves of
her voliont deod: below is suggesled o grove with o helmet, lotr-
rels, etc. Behind her stond two pylons symbolizing the two
forces - Conodion and French - while 6etween, ot the baseof
these is the Spirit of Sacrifice, who, giving oll, throws the
torch to his Comrodes. Looking up they seethefigures of
Peace, Justice, Truth ond Knowledge, etc., for which they
fought, chonting the hymn of Peace. Around thesefigures are
fhe shields of Britoin, Conodo ond Fronce. On the outside of
the pylons is the Cross."

The sculptures record
served in the wor ond. in

iE' . . ' F

ond illuminote the sacrifice of oll who
porticulor, the more thon 66,000 men
who lost their lives. The nomes of the
t|,285 Conodion soldiers who died in
Fronce but who hove no known grove
ore recorded on the memoriol.

During the Second World Won, Vimy
Ridge fell once ogoin into the honds of
theGermans ond, on the Znd of June,
1940, shortly after f he copitulotion of
France, Adolf Hitler poid o triumphont
visit  to the Memoriol. On his orders
the monumenf wos left intoct ond re-
moined so throughout the rest of the
wor.
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The Rededicqtion of the Memoriql
Over the years, severe wealher condif ions, erosion ond wo-

ter damage hove coused domoge to the stone, wolkways, wolls,
stoirs, tercaces ond plotforms of the Vimy Monument. A mojor
restorotion project, 6egun in 2004, included rebuilding stone
structures, replacing ond engnoving domoged stone, repointing
the two mossive pylons ond cleoning the twenty stotues. The
project is on schedulef or completion in 2OO7 in time for the
90th onniversory commemorofion ceremonies, which will toke
ploca ot the memoriol from 6 fo 10 Apri l .



Thase ceremonies arebeing or-
ganized by Veterons Affairs Con-
odo and it is expected thot occom-
panying thelorge official group
from Conodathere will be several
thousond Conodion students.

gOth Anniuerrory Com-
memofqtive Euentr

At the time of issue of this pub-
licotion, srrangements being mode
by the Friends centre upon disploys
of Great Wor uniforms ond eguip-
ment, 3D models of the Ridge, ond ortifacts from Vimy Ridge.
The Essex ond Kent Scottish Pipes ond Drums will ploy
throughout the day ond the Thomos Broun Trio will perform
populor music from the First World Wor. Detoils of these
events, ond those plonned by the Cqnodion Wor Museum itself,
wiff be shown on our respective web-sites.

The Deportment of Notionol Defence, Veterons Affoirs Con-
ada, Porks Conodo, the Royol Conadion Legion ond other ogen-
cie.s are olso preporing mojor events in commemorotion of the
90th Anniversory of the Bottle of Vimy Ridge, ond detoils will
be found on their respective web-sites os they become avoil-
able.


